
 1 

Curriculum Vitae 
Kyle York / kyle.york@colorado.edu 

 

AOS:  Applied Ethics, Value Theory, Normative Ethics 

AOC:  Well-Being, Emotions, Love 

 

Education 
 

Ph.D. (in progress), University of Colorado, Boulder, 2022-Present 
Dissertation: Authenticity and its Value 

 
Lingnan University, 2019-2021 
Ph.D. student, transferred out of program to University of Colorado at Boulder 

 
M.A. University of Tartu, Philosophy, 2016-2018 
cum laude 
Thesis: A Defense of the Existence of Emotions in Birds 

 
B.A. University of Colorado, Denver, Independently Structured, 2009-2014 

 
Publications (Peer-Reviewed) 

“Existential Happiness” 
Canadian Journal of Philosophy, 2025. 
 
“Hunting Without Grounds: Why Hsiao Fails to Justify Trophy Hunting” 
Between the Species, 2025  
 
“Optimism About Wild Fish Welfare” 
Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics, 2024 
 
“Moral Demandingness and Modal Demandingness” 
Journal of Ethics and Social Philosophy, 2024 
 
“Life, The Universe, and Connectedness” 
Journal of Value Inquiry, 2024 
 
“A Couple (of) Reasons in Favor of Monogamy” 
Journal of Social Philosophy, 2023. 
 
“Why Monogamy is Morally Permissible: A Defense of Some Common Justifications for 
Monogamy,” Journal of Value Inquiry, 2020. 
 
“The Philosopher as Moral Activist” 
Essays in Philosophy, 2020.
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Selected Papers Under Review  
 

“Why It Might Be Wrong to Step on Ants” 
R&R (Australasian Journal of Philosophy) 
 
“Can Vegans Eat Dessert?” 
R&R (Utilitas) 
 
“On Wholesomeness” 
 
“Drowning Children and Malnourished Children: What Do We Owe Them?” 
 
“Well-Being and Quality of Life” 
 

Selected Presentations 
 

Existential Happiness 
American Philosophical Association Central Division Meeting, 2024 
 
Moral Demandingness and Modal Demandingness 
American Philosophical Association Central Division Meeting, 2023 

 
Selected Awards and Scholarships 
 

Stahl Prize 
Department of Philosophy, University of Colorado at Boulder, 2025 

“Recognizes a graduate student who has made a significant contribution toward 
bringing the discipline of philosophy to bear on some demanding and crucial human 
problem.” 

 
Thomas Edwin Devaney Fellowship 
College of Arts and Sciences, University of Colorado at Boulder, 2022/2025 

“[A fellowship given to] outstanding new students for doctoral graduate study 
in…the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Colorado at Boulder. The 
fellowship will cover tuition, fees, and insurance plus a stipend…” 

 
Achievement Stipend 
Department of Philosophy, University of Tartu, 2017 

A stipend given to selected graduate students.  
 
Dora Plus Scholarship 
Archimedes Foundation, 2016 

A scholarship “oPered to talented foreign Master’s students in Estonian 
universities.” 
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Teaching (Lead Instructor) 

 
University of Colorado at Boulder, 2024-25 

 
Introduction to Ethics 
Contemporary Social Problems 
Environmental Ethics 

 
University of Tartu, 2022 

 
Main Topics in Ethics 

 
Sichuan University of Science and Engineering, 2014-15 

 
Introduction to Western Culture 
Spoken English 

 
Teaching Assistantship 
 

University of Colorado at Boulder, 2022-23 
 

 Introduction to Philosophy 
 Introduction to Ethics 
 Mind, Knowledge, and Reality 

 
Lingnan University, 2020-21 

 
 Advanced Western Ethics 
 Philosophy of Mind 
 Philosophy of Law 
 Applied Ethics 

 
University of Tartu, 2018-22 

 
  Readings in Animal Consciousness 
 

Pikes Peak Community College, 2012-14 
 
  English Composition 
 
Professional Service 

 
Referee, 2025 
Rocky Mountain Ethics Congress 
 
Graduate Student Co-President, 2024-2025 
Department of Philosophy, University of Colorado at Boulder 
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Program Coordinator, 2024-Present 
Philosophy Outreach Program of Colorado (POPCO) 
 
Reviewer 
Journal of Ethics and Social Philosophy (2025); Journal of Ethics (2025), Asian Journal of 
Philosophy (2025); Journal of Value Inquiry (2024) 
 
Program Facilitator, 2022-Present 
Philosophy Outreach Program of Colorado (POPCO) 
 
Judge, 2022-Present 
National High School Ethics Bowl 
 
Student Mentor, 2022, 2025 
Department of Philosophy, University of Colorado at Boulder 

 
Selected Volunteer Work 
 

Animal Care Volunteer, 2023-2025 
Greenwood Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
 
Local Organizer, 2023-Present 
Philosophers Against Malaria annual fundraiser 
 
Peace Corps Volunteer, 2014-2016 
U.S. Peace Corps China / U.S.-China Friendship Volunteers 

 
Selected Public Philosophy 
 

“Death and the Reality of the Past” (essay) 
Think, forthcoming 
 
“The Beauty of Ambiguity” (essay) 
with Merily Salura in 90s Alternative and Philosophy, Blackwell, forthcoming. 
 
“Leave the Bokoblins Alone: On the Humane Treatment of Monsters” (essay) 
in The Legend of Zelda and Philosophy, Blackwell, 2025. 

 
"Love Across Universes” (review) 
The Blackwell Pop Culture and Philosophy Series Blog, 2023 

 
“The Truth” (short story) 
Philosophy Now, 2018 
 
“Everything” (review) 
Philosophy Now, 2017 
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References 
 
(For copies of letters of reference, contact Karen Sites at karen.sites@colorado.edu) 

Alastair Norcross 
Professor of Philosophy, University of Colorado at Boulder 
alastair.norcross@colorado.edu 
 
David Boonin 
Professor of Philosophy, University of Colorado at Boulder 
david.boonin@colorado.edu 
 
Michael Huemer 
Professor of Philosophy, University of Colorado at Boulder 
owl@owl232.net  
 
Chris Heathwood 
Professor of Philosophy, University of Colorado at Boulder 
heathwood@colorado.edu 
 
Dale Dorsey  
Professor of Philosophy, University of Oxford 
daledorsey@gmail.com 
 
Julia Stakel (teaching) 
Professor of Philosophy, University of Colorado at Boulder 
julia.stakel@colorado.edu 
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